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Collaboration with Dennis Thomas - Whonoak

District Indigenous Secondary students visit UBC Campus

Dennis Thomas “Whonoak” is a member and an
elected Councillor of the Tsleil-Waututh Nation. 
Dennis worked as a Coordinator for the Vancouver
2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. 
He pursued business with his Nation and managed
several band owned businesses including Takaya
Tours 
He is now is a cultural ambassador in his
community. 
He is currently an Executive Director of Indigenous
Business Initiatives and Engagement at UBC’s
Sauder School of Business
He strives to embed his Nation’s culture in all areas
so that the ancestral knowledge is awake and alive. 

Field Trip to UBC 
The NVSD joins other MetroVan districts with UBC Sauder School of
Business’s initiatives for youth learning programs ⟶ [Link]

https://twnation.ca/our-government/elected-chief-and-council/
https://takayatours.com/
https://takayatours.com/
https://takayatours.com/
https://www.sauder.ubc.ca/indigenous
https://www.sauder.ubc.ca/news/school-news/indigenous-youth-learn-about-indigenous-business-excellence-during-field-trip-ubc


Congratulations Windsor Secondary School for hosting their first Celebration of Indigenous Math
Culture.  This vibrant and educational event that embraced the mathematical knowledge rooted in
Indigenous cultures across the world. This unique gathering brought together Indigenous knowledge
holders, Indigenous educators, teacher collaborators and students to explore how traditional
knowledge systems have long incorporated sophisticated mathematical concepts.
Through hands-on activities, participants discover how Indigenous communities continue use and
share mathematics within their societies.  The event aims to highlight the deep connections between
math, culture, and the natural world, promoting a more inclusive understanding of the subject.

What’s Happening:
Indigenous Math Culture

Windsor Secondary Celebrates
 Indigenous Math Culture

Recognizing Indigenous contributions to math enriches the discipline,
diversifies perspectives, and helps decolonize education. It also honors
the intellectual traditions of Indigenous peoples and supports cultural

revitalization.

Official Celebration
Annual Date

Johanne Nielsen and I would like to propose the first Wednesday of
June commencing in 2026.  This would be an excellent time to help

kick off National Indigenous Peoples Month.  

K-12, Post Secondary, Indigenous & non-Indigenous communities.
  This day is for all.

Indigenous Education: June 2025

Challenge yourself to learn at something new, no matter how big or small.
Collaborate with Indigenous educators, mentors, elders, support workers



What’s Happening:
Indigenous Math Culture

Indigenous Education: June 2025

https://canoecultures.com/


 

Office of the Mayor 
CITY OF NORTH VANCOUVER 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Proclamation 
NATIONAL INDIGENOUS PEOPLES DAY 

Whereas

Whereas 

Whereas

Whereas 

And Whereas 

Now Therefore 

So proclaimed on Monday, June 16, 2025 

__________________________________ 

Mayor Linda Buchanan 

the City of North Vancouver recognizes that it is located on the
traditional lands of the Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations; 

the City of North Vancouver is grateful to have the opportunity to live, 
work and play on these lands and is committed to learning about the 
unique heritage, diverse cultures and immeasurable contributions of 
Indigenous peoples; 
First Nations, Inuit and Metis people across Canada continue to 
demonstrate remarkable leadership and resilience; 

every year the Government of Canada commemorates National 
Indigenous History Month and National Indigenous Peoples Day in 
June; 

the City of North Vancouver, on its path towards Truth and 
Reconciliation, is committed to building reflexive, equitable and 
reciprocal relationships and partnerships with Indigenous peoples; 

I, Linda Buchanan, Mayor of the City of North Vancouver, do hereby 
proclaim June 21, 2025 as National Indigenous Peoples Day in the 
City of North Vancouver, the traditional territories of the Squamish 
and Tsleil-Waututh Nations. 



Find opportunities to engage with Indigenous People, Culture, and Knowledge. 
While National Indigenous Peoples Day is set on June 21  annually, everyone is encouraged to explore and learn for
the whole duration of the month of June (then extend their learning to the whole year and beyond). 

st

National Indigenous Peoples Month - June 2025

Upcoming Days of Significance of 2025

Announcements

June 1  -30  Indigenous Peoples Monthst th-

June 8  - World Ocean Dayth

June 21  - National Indigenous Peoples’ Dayst

June to September - Pride Season - Honouring Two-Spirit Identity

July 9  - Nunavut Dayth

July 10  - Huron Treaty of 1827 Anniversaryth

August 9  - International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoplesth

Indigenous Education: June 2025

Seek out learning resources

Support Indigenous

Businesses

Join a Local Event

Explore Workshops and

Activities

See this flyer’s
Community

Events Page

https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1100100013718/1708446948967
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1621447127773/1621447157184
https://westvancouver.ca/arts-culture/festivals-special-events/national-indigenous-peoples-day
https://www.nvrc.ca/NIHM2025
https://www.nsnews.com/local-news/indigenous-food-businesses-to-support-in-and-around-vancouver-9560003
https://sisterssage.com/
https://www.billreidgallery.ca/
https://moa.ubc.ca/
https://www.shoplocalcanada.ca/canadian-indigenous-owned-businesses/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Big-City-Bannock/61554267385337/
https://lizhk.ca/mutton/


Announcements: 
Community Events

Indigenous
People’s
Month

Indigenous Education: June 2025

https://www.squamishnationyouthpowwow.com/


Starwalker: 2025 Film by Corey
Payette. 

SOGI 123 Resource
Document

UNIT PLAN: Two-Spirit Excellence
& Peoples Across Turtle Island

Grade 8-12

HAPPY PRIDE!! 

Announcements
Indigenous Education: June 2025

LESSON PLAN: Exploring Cultural and
Gender-Diverse Sports Through

47,000 Beads
Grades K-5

Two-Spirit
Talks

UBC Xwi7xwa
Library - Two-

Spirit &
Indigiqueer

Studies:
Research

Guide

Interview with Mack
Paul on Two-Spirit
Identity and Pride

Month

Two-Spirit Journal:
“Your go to site for

all Two-Spirit News”

CBC Article
and Radio
interview
with Two-
Spirit Drag
Performers

APTN Interview
with Corey

Payette

https://irondogbooks.com/item/B7x7I1io276kWhFm2qPiVA
https://www.sogieducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/47000-Beads-Lesson-Plan.pdf
https://www.sogieducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Final-Unit-Plan-2S-Excellence.pdf
https://www.sogieducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Two-Spirit-Resurgence-Finding-Belonging-in-SOGI-Inclusive-Frameworks.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/twospirittalks?ltclid=
https://mackpaul.art/about
https://guides.library.ubc.ca/twospiritandindigenousqueerstudies
https://www.bchydro.com/news/conservation/2021/pride-month-two-spiritedness.html
https://twospiritjournal.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/indigenous-drag-artists-1.6838636
https://vimeo.com/1055771275
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d0DTSJbNXfA
https://irondogbooks.com/item/Oq5DgOj5bBRg4cQjOVFSNw


Announcements
Indigenous Education: June 2025



Upcoming Topics: 
Time Immemorial 
Canada’s 157 years
Patience and Time

14,000 (+?) years of History
Heiltsuk Territory is home to one of the oldest settlements in North America. 
Heiltsuk Oral Stories describe the history and origin of the Nation on the land.
Found archaeological evidence of population and settlement date back 14,000
years ago. This evidence supports information from Heiltsuk Oral Traditional
stories.

PDF

This evidence is three times as old as the Great Pyramid in
Giza. 
It affirms that Indigenous people lived in the area prior to
the dates provided from the Bering Land-Bridge Theory. 
It opens discussion for alternate theories regarding time 

Canada’s “emerging” history Canada’s “long” history
Two pitfalls
of Canadian

time

157 years in context
Here are some items older than Canada as a
country:

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
Elevators
Aerosol dispensers 
4-wheeled roller skates

We freely explore the rich history of time
through a Western European lens, but we can
and should value the rich and LONG history of
the people of the land we’re on today. 

157 years of settler-colonial national history
(Canadian Confederacy 1867)
528 years of European settler-colonial history
(J. Cabot’s 1497 sailing)
Canada’s “new/emerging history” or “a
country without history” is an erasure of
Indigenous History and their deep ties to this
land. Value Indigenous history by learning
more about the land we occupy. [Link]
 

Time Immemorial [Link]
Definition: a time before and beyond memory.
You may have heard an Indigenous person use
this phrase in reference to some of the
following: referencing Oral Traditions, Land
Title, Rights and Claims, and Cultural Identity.
Indigenous peoples have ties to all these for as
long as before memory and records existed. 

Sincerely,
J. Nielsen
Indigenous Education

Editorial Reflection:
 Indigenous Sense of Time 

Indigenous Education: June 2025

CBC Radio episode -  54 min
Decolonize racism in Archaeology 

https://irondogbooks.com/item/ABt1461epM4rnv8D3xqP6g
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352409X23000597
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/archeological-find-affirms-heiltsuk-nation-s-oral-history-1.4046088
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv1s5nzn7
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/indigenous-archaeologist-argues-humans-may-have-arrived-here-130-000-years-ago-1.6313892
https://native-land.ca/
https://histindigenouspeoples.pressbooks.tru.ca/chapter/3-since-time-immemorial/


DFO INFO

A.W. (gr. 7) shared a BC Wild Life video post about the chum
salmon returning to Mosquito Creek in great numbers last fall.
This is the first run in over 40 years. A small group of grade 6/7
students from Westview went to Mosquito Creek trail to
explore the land and teachings.  Here are a few things we
learned:

Chum

Salmon

Chum
Salmon

Fun Facts
Chum salmon earned
the nickname dog
fish because the
males have canine
teeth & hooked jaw
The best for making
smoked fish
Last salmon to come
up the river/stream

M

F

Indigenous
Fishing Rights

“Take only what
you need”

“I go fishing with
family every

spring.”

Squamish nation bylaw
16 for preservation,

protection and
mangement of fish

Researched &
Assembled by

Indigenous students 
@ Westview

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DBhJODtgURo/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BtGdnDThKjk
https://afn.ca/all-news/news/first-nations-fishing-rights-fact-sheet/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qdrwuQ3wLfQ
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/coho-salmon-capilano-fishing-1.3752572
https://archive.org/details/ConversationsWithKhahtsahlano1932-1954_346/mode/2up
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSDbmRpOP9s
https://www.squamish.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Bylaw-16_Preservation-Protection-and-Management-of-Fish.pdf
https://www.squamish.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Bylaw-16_Preservation-Protection-and-Management-of-Fish.pdf
https://www.squamish.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Bylaw-16_Preservation-Protection-and-Management-of-Fish.pdf
https://www.squamish.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Bylaw-16_Preservation-Protection-and-Management-of-Fish.pdf


We need to make sure salmon doesn’t die off because of over
fishing and climate change. We can protect the salmon

spawning area by clearing the trail and stream from trash and
debris. A friendly reminder is to use the trash can on the near

the trail and not just throw away on the ground because
eventually, everything will led into the creek and ocean. It will

cause tons of sea life to lose life. 

We need to make sure we don’t over fish
and learn to keep the salmon population

steady. No part of the salmon is to be
wasted. The first salmon ceremony is
when the community harvest the first

salmon of the season and return the bones
back to the salmon people in the

ocean/river as an offering gratitude and
respect. It is my responsibility to learn how

to respect the land, learn our Squamish
stories and traditional laws and

governance as well as Canadian fishing
laws

Student Reflections:

Researched &
Assembled by

Indigenous students 
@ Westview

Its important to give gratitude before you harvest
anything.

I am learning to take care of the land for the next
seven generations. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dta3urCLoXE&t=72s


The Undead DeerThe Undead Deer

Q & A
Q: What is CWD?
A: Chronic Wasting
Disease 
Q: Can humans
catch CWD?
A: The hasn’t been
any reported
cases... yet!
Q: Can we still eat
the meat from
animals that test
positive with CWD?
A: No, it’s not
recommended.

Drooling,
Droopy head

& ears

BC Conservation officer
CWD-Province of BC
BC Centre for disease control
BC Wildelife Federation

Deer in British Columbia

Thinness,
Stumbling
lethargic
eating less
lacking the
fear of
people
Isolated
from herd
always
fatal

Researched &
Assembled by

Indigenous students 
@ Sherwood Park

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ov4HsSggiqU
https://globalnews.ca/news/10882371/new-chronic-wasting-disease-b-c/
https://license.umn.edu/product/chronic-wasting-disease-transmission-and-progression-e-booklet
https://www.fnesc.ca/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/3.9-Hunting-and-Trapping-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcKfhhWf1x0
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/natural-resource-law-enforcement/conservation-officer-service
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/wildlife/wildlife-conservation/wildlife-health/chronic-wasting-disease
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/chronic-wasting-disease
https://bcwf.bc.ca/initiatives/chronic-wasting-disease/


The Mountain of Sganna

“I was surprised
and curious about

raven’s mother,
Mouse woman?”

Does Raven
have siblings?
Has Raven met

his Mother?

“I liked the
graphics”
(K.N, gr.6)

I learned that its
not ok to harm
killers whales. 

kalkalilh

Assembled by Queen
Mary Indigenous

Literacy Students 

Two Sisters

Respect

Responsibility
Reciprocity

I learned that
when you die,

you go
somewhere.

The act of giving back or paying it forward

The action of being kind and nice to all livng
and non living  

The two sister are a
reminder of the
importance of

peace and respect

The action of doing what is right & expected
of you.  Its about making good choices &

taking accountability.

Dr. Joanne Archibald
reminds us that stories
are there to help teach

us become the best
human being.  

Mouse woman is a
helper or advisor In

a Haida spiritual
world.  She

embodies holism
through the heart,

body, mind & spirit.

https://www.nfb.ca/film/mountain_of_sgaana/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bazo-nvo3TE&t=662s
https://museumofvancouver.ca/temixw-stories-from-the-land


Tnking about all things as a whole

Things that are connected and
influence each other

We le
arned not to

 be

selfis
h lik

e Raven. W
e

can show re
verence by

listening to
 our e

lders.

Raven was creative in try
ing new ideas to

open th
e box of lig

ht.  H
e showed us th

at

the Squamish & Talth
an story are

connected and have similar te
achings. All

living and non-liv
ing are relatio

nal and

interdependent, not seperate beings.

Raven’s
creation story 

The Act of showing deep respect

When two or more things or ideas work
together and create something  better

then they could alone .

Comic by S.C. (Grade 4)

 So we are practicing
reciprocity  for sharing

the stories for the next 7
generations.

Its important to learn about
creation stories because it  teach
us about where our families come

from. 

Available on

In Raven tales, the synergy
between Coyote, Frog and

Todd work together to trick
Raven into helping Coyote

transform his physical
appearance.   

Raven reminds us
that transformation

is important to
growing.

https://moa.ubc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Sourcebooks-Mehodihi-TAHLTAN-PEOPLE.pdf
https://museumofvancouver.ca/temixw-stories-from-the-land
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2qkpKnknhc&t=415s


Resource: Minecraft
Education

Indigenous Education: June 2025

Explore the rich histories and
vibrant cultures of Indigenous

peoples through three immersive
Minecraft Education experiences,

created by Logics Academy. 

These unique learning adventures
invite students to step into the

worlds of the Bloodvein River First
Nation, the kʷikʷəƛəm

(Kwikwetlem) First Nation, and
Michif Minecraft, a Métis inspired

world developed in partnership with
Rupertsland Institute. 

Each journey offers an authentic,
interactive exploration of

Indigenous landscapes, traditions,
and heritage, fostering a deeper

understanding and appreciation of
these diverse cultures through the

power of play and creativity in
Minecraft Education.

Michif MinecraftMichif Minecraft

Educational guide and Technical guide are provided

https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/10/15/first-nation-co-develops-minecraft-educational-game?mc_cid=a64fa8a367
https://logicsacademy.com/learning-experience-design/?mc_cid=a64fa8a367
https://education.minecraft.net/en-us/lessons/a-pacific-northwest-coast-experience?mc_cid=a64fa8a367
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/indigenous-minecraft-game-kwikwetlem-1.7038506?mc_cid=a64fa8a367
https://education.minecraft.net/en-us/lessons/pimachiowin-aki-the-land-that-gives-life?mc_cid=a64fa8a367
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/breakingnews/2024/10/15/first-nation-co-develops-minecraft-educational-game?mc_cid=a64fa8a367


Answer the call:  Calls for Educators: 11.1

We call upon all elementary, secondary, and post-secondary institutions and education authorities to
educate and provide awareness to the public about missing and murdered Indigenous women, girls,
and 2SLGBTQQIA people, and about the issues and root causes of violence they experience. 

All curriculum development and programming should be done in partnership with Indigenous Peoples,
especially Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA people. 

Such education and awareness must include historical and current truths about the genocide against
Indigenous Peoples through state laws, policies, and colonial practices. 

It should include, but not be limited to, teaching Indigenous history, law, and practices from Indigenous
perspectives and the use of Their Voices Will Guide Us (Resource for K-12) with children and youth.

Resource: Their
Voices Will Guide Us

Indigenous Education: June 2025

importance of family and community
kinship names in Indigenous languages
especially for women and girls
interconnectedness
identity
respect for self and others
role of women and girls in family and in
the community

role of men and boys in family and in the
community
role of two-spirit people in family and in the
community
impacts of devaluation of women, girls and
children
safety of girls
seven generation teaching
seven sacred teachings

The Resource Their Voices Will Guide Us includes books lists, lesson ideas
and themes to explore - such as these examples for younger years

The National Inquiry’s Final Report includes 231 calls to action.

https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/NIMMIWG-THEIR-VOICES-WILL-GUIDE-US.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/NIMMIWG-THEIR-VOICES-WILL-GUIDE-US.pdf
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Calls_for_Justice.pdf


Resources:
 Kwakwaka’wakw/Ligwilda'xw

Indigenous Education: June 2025

Did you know that there are 203 Indigenous communities in
British Columbia.  It is impossible to know each one of these
communities, even from an Indigenous perspective.  I can see
how it can be challenging for many trying to find credible
sources to support  personal and classroom learning.  I have
compiled a short list of books, films, links and generic
information on one of BC  coastal nation.  For access to
authentic Kwakwaka’wakw & Ligwilda'xw  K-12+ Resources
please follow this link.

Sherwood Park Elementary Library Bulletin Board, June 2024

Sincerly,B. Price

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGG0qqN_l4/MMEByEhbkmRSRIQI2JcDMw/edit?utm_content=DAGG0qqN_l4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton


Resource: Indigenous Representation
Indigenous Education: June 2025

Dolls and Indigenous Regalia

Sharing Knowledge
Sonja Nahanee, North Van District ISW and
amazing weaver shows her work, “Here is
something I have been working on for the
last month. I wanted a physical
representation of the regalia we would use
pre-contact. The woven full dress is more
contemporary and modern. This will be a
great teaching tool for the children.”

Sonja Nahanee creates Coast Salish woven regalia for Barbie Dolls

Join the conversation
Indigenous perspective on Indigenous representation

with Barbie, the dolls, the franchise and the movie.

Reflection
How is it different, engaging with

regalia on a doll versus regalia at a
museum?

https://indiginews.com/first-person/yes-the-barbie-movie-was-tainted-by-the-smallpox-remark-heres-why-it-matters
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/indigenous-barbie-dolls-ribbon-skirts-1.6638077
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/fish-camp-barbie-angela-gonzalez-1.6977725
https://www.aptnnews.ca/videos/a-look-at-the-evolution-of-indigenous-barbies/


Fully bilingual streaming platform
Create and save playlists for teaching and student use

NEW content added weekly

Can-Core can be accessed on the school internet simply by
going to can-core.ca.

Can-Core can be accessed from home by logging in with the
following shared account:

User Name: sd44guest Password: LionsGate

Additional help resources are available here:
Help - Canadian Core Curriculum On-Demand - www.can-core.ca

Canada's largest
collection of Indigenous
Studies videos plus over

21,000 titles correlated to
all areas of the K-12

curriculum!

Resource: Can Core Film Collection
Indigenous Education: June 2025

Helpful Protocols: Song Sharing

When it comes to sharing songs that belong to Indigenous peoples, they must follow sharing
protocol. It’s our responsibility to say the following information very clearly before sharing
Indigenous songs:

Who composed the song?
Who/which family does the song belong to, including their Nation?
Do you have permissions for sharing in their song? Who gave you permission?
Context for singing this song - the song's history or story is explained
Are the circumstances for bringing out the specific song met? (ex. family and/or elders
present, honorariums, etc)

Protocols for Song Sharing

The word ‘gifted’ implies an exchange of
ownership. To be gifted a song implies that
you are now the rights holders to the song and
are in charge of it’s use and protection.
Typically, this honour is reserved for family
members of the composer. 

Terminology matters: Gifted vs. Shared

Changing/Altering the song
Making changes or altering an Indigenous song without consent is a form of cultural
appropriation. Songs reflect a part of Indigenous oral history. We know who we are because
our history and culture is passed down exactly as it always has for generations.

The word ‘shared’ is more appropriate in the
case of Chief Dan George’s Prayer Song.
This song’s use and protection does and will
continue to reside with the George Family. 

We are grateful to the George Family, as they
share The Prayer Song with us. 

https://www.can-core.ca/BC/core-home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLghuvdIULI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fShq9pRgrzg

